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About the Composer
Aric Branchfield received his degree in music 
education from Vandercook College of Music 
and a masters degree in instructional technology 
from St. Joseph’s University. Currently an ele-
mentary band teacher in Pennsylvania, he is also 

active in the Philadelphia area as a composer and 
arranger. Mr. Branchfield is a former member of 
the Madison Scouts Drum and Bugle Corps and 
has worked with top competing bands in Bands 
of America.

Program Notes
A stately composition in D major alla breve (cut 
time) that allows for concentration on bowing, 
Meadows Under a Spring Sky speaks with 

melodic lyricism. At once easy to play and yet 
mature musically, it is ideal for teaching the 
young string orchestra.

Performance Suggestions
Hooked bows and two-note slurs are found in all 
parts. Longer note values are found frequently, 
so teach the students to always subdivide their 
counting to avoid rushing the tempo and clipping 
note values. Cut time may need to be introduced 

to the orchestra. The conservative tempo allows 
for teaching the concept easily. The upper strings 
have the opportunity to switch between using 
open strings and covering with the 4th finger.
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